Equality in the USA

This rap brought to you by The Equal Pops (Kristen Ferguson, Jenny Ding, Lindsay Barnes) on their Debut Album Born Bootless

Three friends gather in a café

Diverse and close, Gerty, Cam, and Ray

Sharing life stories to pass the time 

Today they happened to be thinking in rhyme  

Gerty, a woman, working high on the ladder

Two degrees and counting, companies had to have her

Decades ago, she wouldn’t be this Gerty

She’d be cooking and cleaning, in bed by ten thirty  

Now few are left saying that women can’t achieve

She’s important, has a purpose, what more can she need?

Gerty got to thinking, things are not ideal

It’s still a man’s world, an uneven playing field

Male coworker, same job, more pay

And she still has a shift at the end of the day 

Her spouse is just fine but he’s not a caretaker

So Gerty has her career but she’s still the homemaker

Equal opp is simply an assumption

In this society, it doesn’t yet function

When we rely on meritocracy

We perpetuate aristocracy 

Well now we have Cam, he’s also done well

He has his own company and a story to tell

He grew up very poor, in a shack he was livin’

He had to work hard, nothing was given  

Class used to be stagnant, divided by birth

Now Cam can surpass his family’s “worth”   

Through scholarships, aid, perseverance and Luck 

Cam was an exception, he could make a few bucks   

So he made it through, but others did not

He was unique, he had a better shot 

Cam’s friends back home are seen as lazy and dumb

Just because they couldn’t do what Cam had done

Equal opp. is great but it has some flaws

Maybe they can be fixed by the law

“Equal opportunity to win the bread

Is also equal opp. to end up poor and dead”  

Ray’s ancestors were slaves to the white man, 

But now he can be president, “Yes We Can”  

It is now seen as totally whack

To discriminate against him because he’s black 

Black and White were segregated

Now that flaw has been negated

He can raise his class, aint that great?   

Ray has equal opportunity to subordinate  

Equal opportunity is simply an assumption

In this society, it doesn’t yet function

When we rely on meritocracy

We perpetuate aristocracy 

When our founders came they had a dream

Being self-made was held in high esteem 

Measure of a man’s worth was based on money

But that was only open to white men, honey.  

Maybe more people can get to the top  

Corporations attract the cream of the crop

But corporations dominate and they exploit

Then they fail to provide – just look at Detroit

Equal opp. is great but it has some flaws

Maybe they can be fixed by the law

Equal opportunity to win the bread

Is also equal opp. to end up poor and dead  

Gerty, Ray, and Cam are each defined by one trait

Oppressed in ways that others cannot always separate

In politics of identity, most are not only one

Two, three, or more, intersections are common. 

Equal opportunity is good, but it is not enough

We need to add on some other stuff

This system values some qualities and puts down the rest

That’s a very narrow-minded view of success. 

Equal opportunity is simply an assumption

In this society, it doesn’t yet function

When we rely on meritocracy

We perpetuate aristocracy

Equal opp. is great but it has some flaws

Maybe they can be fixed by the law

Equal opportunity to win the bread

Is also equal opp. to end up poor and dead  

