In the Name of Love as Resistance 
Amor Prohibido 

Murmuran por las calles 

Porque somos de distintas sociedades.

There can be resistance 

And love is just an instance 

Where we can help convince this 

Oppression must be dismissed.
I’ma list the trouble 

We’re together in the struggle 

When I burst the binary bubble

You can see way more than double. 

Doble, but only one way to be 

When you’re categorized and ascripted based on their philosophy. 

Doubting aspects of your own identity 

And questioning the poverty in their mentality.
There can be resistance 

And love is just an instance 

Where we can help convince this 

Oppression must be dismissed.
Essentialized, systematically equated.
Polarized, artificially separated. 
From top to bottom ranked
Some are completely dominated,
Subordinated, by the laws in the books,

The fear of violence 
Captivated in their looks. 

Look, mira
, there’s no justification
Or valid points to rationalize discrimination
Even so, the history of this nation 

Has been bloody since the beginning,
 It was called colonization. 

Love: let it free your soul, free your soul. 

Amor: free your soul

(instrumental) 

There can be resistance 

And love is just an instance 

Where we can help convince this 

Oppression must be dismissed.
The worst about Hierarchical Polarization:

It is spread down to each generation

Through self-hatred caused by internalization

Can’t learn to love yourself because of stigmatization. 

Then, it is institutionalized –

The rules have u blinded

No matter how hard you try. 

You see / that you can’t play this game 
And realize that you can’t /expect yourself to obey. 

Each day, you envision another way

Where opportunity is equal 

And people no longer say

“It should be illegal! –

 Affirmative action babies
Don’t deserve A’s on any kinds of essays
.”
You break away, from any negativity 
From polarization and hierarchy 

Creatively, Re-examine the social order 

Freeing yourself from all that’s distorted
. 

All the borders amongst us can be dissolved
En la manera que
 society should evolve
Finally, the devalued are absolved

And solved is the degree of our connectivity. 

Another key process is to integrate - 
Not only social spaces, 

But the most personal places. 

For example, if you’re a mixture of all the races, 

Claim each and every one of your relatives’ faces
. 

Only embraces for the wealth of diversity

For it will stand in the way of adversity. 

� Chorus from a song titled “Amor Prohibido” by Selena Quintanilla. The song is about two people who are in love, despite the fact that they are from two different social classes. The rough translation of the chorus is: 


Forbidden Love/ They whisper through the streets/ Because we are from different societies” 


� Means “look” in Spanish, command form. 


� “let it free your soul” - Taken from the song that Professor Matthaei posted on the class conference 


� Referring to the argument of “reverse discrimination” 


� Refers to discernment


� In the way that


� Refers to value to devalued


� The use of both Spanish and English in the song is an intentional example of integration based on my own Chicana identity. This stanza is about integration, particularly about integrating the personal or the self. It is about being able to love all sides of yourself (value the devalued) and being able to bring them together on equal ground (integration). 





